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 #RestoreTheRockies 
 

Our Landscapes. Partners are 

restoring landscapes in the RMRI-

Southwest, RMRI-Upper Arkansas and 

RMRI-Upper South Platte landscapes. 

 

 

 

Our Values. RMRI partners are united 

by our four shared values: Restore 

forests and habitat, protect communities, 

support recreation and tourism, and 

ensure clean and secure water. 
 

 

 

Our Mission. Increasing the resilience 

of our forests, wildlife habitats, 

communities, recreation opportunities, 

and water resources across all lands in 

the Rockies. 

Who We Are 
 

The Rocky Mountain Restoration Initiative, or RMRI, is designed to help 

restore health to the forests that sustain our precious wildlife, 

watersheds, communities and recreation. Co-convened by the National 

Wild Turkey Federation and the USDA Forest Service, RMRI mobilizes 

over 40 partners across Colorado to deliver cross-boundary solutions 

to three priority landscapes. 

 

RMRI was developed when Colorado was selected as the pilot location 

to showcase the USDA Forest Service’s Shared Stewardship strategy 

in action. Its purpose is to increase pace and scale of forest restoration 

in the highest priority landscapes through collaboration across federal, 

state, Tribal and local jurisdictions. Then, direct investments at 

improving a few larger landscapes rather than make slow progress in 

multiple small places. No more “random acts of restoration.” RMRI 

Partners—guided by our shared values—plan together, prioritize 

together and act together.    

 

What We Do 

 
RMRI Partners take an all hands, all lands approach to protect our 

values, restore forest health and reduce fire risk across federal, state, 

Tribal and private lands. Partners are currently focused on three top-

priority landscapes: 
 

• Southwest Colorado: RMRI’s marquee project working to restore 

over 290,000 acres of public and private lands in priority areas 

across their 750,000 acre project area. 

• Upper Arkansas: RMRI landscape working to restore 30,000-

45,000 acres of public and private lands in priority areas across 

their 900,000 acre project area. 

• Upper South Platte: RMRI landscape working to restore 150,000 

acres of public and private lands in priority areas across their 

885,000 acre watershed. 
 

Why It Matters 

 
Our Nation faces increasing challenges to our forests and watersheds. 

In Colorado, these challenges pose threats to our everyday lives like 

we’ve never seen, ranging from changing climates and wildfires to 

water shortages and invasive species. Changing climate and growing 

population are rewriting the playbook for land managers. We need to 

work to scale across entire landscapes to create healthy and resilient 

forests. Wildfires, infestations and drought don't care about boundaries 

or property lines. We need solutions that cross boundaries regardless 

of who owns the land. We must work with partners to prioritize the work 

we need to focus on first. RMRI serves as the common entry point for 

restoration efforts in the Rockies. A Problem for All Takes All to Solve. 
 

 
 



RMRI in Action 
 

On Dec. 9, 2019, RMRI Partners unanimously selected Southwest Colorado as the first place to focus its 

collective efforts. The project area encompasses nearly 750,000 acres, stretching 120 miles along Colo. 

Highway 160, including the towns of Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Durango and the San Juan National 

Forest. 

 

RMRI-Southwest 2021 Accomplishments 
 

In 2021, RMRI-Southwest Partners completed 37 projects 

(2,317 acres) and generated and invested $3 million on 

state, private, and tribal lands. They completed 53 projects 

(12,685 acres) and invested $4.2 million on federal lands. 

 


